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FOR MEMBERS,COMMITTEEON ATOMICENRRGY

ProjectGabriel.

10 ProjectGabrielwas the codenamegivento a studyaccom-
plishedfor the AEC to determinethe dangerof poisoningthe atmos-
phereof the worldby firingnuclearweapons. Only * very long
rangehazardresultingfrom such long-livedfissionproductsas
carbon-L$was considered-The reportconcludedthatthe atmosphere
wouldbecomedangerouswhen 105 20 Xt weaponshad been fired. “This
estimatewas assumedto be accurateto an ofierof magnitude~

2. As a resultof this studythe GeneralAdvisoryCommitteeto
the AtomicEnergyCommissionrecommendedthatworkbe undertakento
refinethisfigure. It was furtherurgedthat two agenciesstudythe
problemindependently.The AEC as a resultof this recommendation
establisheda contractwith the Rand Corporationto undertakethis
study. A secondsuitablecontractorcouldnot be foundwho was
willingto attackthe problem,so the AEC is planningto undertake
a studyinternally.

3. The Rand Corporationis beginningits studywith an
examinationof possiblelocalizedcontaminationwhichmightresuZt
fromfiringsometen or twentyweaponsin a relativelysmallarea
withina few days time,as mightbe expectedto happenif hostilities
eruptedin Europe. This studywillbe extendedto the moregeneral
situationof overallcontamination.

4. Dr. ValterD. Clausof the AEC willbe presentat the
meeting,and will elaborateon the currentprogramand plansof
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